
 
City of Freeport  

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

6:30 p.m./Council Chambers/Freeport City Hall  

September 27, 2018 Agenda 

 

The City of Freeport may take action on any matter during this meeting, including items that are not set forth within this agenda. 

 

In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this meeting should 

contact the City Clerk’s office at 850-835-2822 by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the meeting. 

 

No verbatim record by a certified court reporter is made of these proceedings.  Accordingly, any person who may seek to appeal any decision involving 

the matters noticed herein will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and evidence at these proceedings upon which any appeal is 

to be based (see Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes). 
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I. Meeting Opened 

The September 27, 2018 Regular Council Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor 

Russ Barley. The meeting was held in City Council Chambers of Freeport City Hall. 

 

Council Members present:  Mayor Russ Barley, Councilwoman Elizabeth Brannon, 

Councilman Eddie Farris, Councilwoman Amanda Green, Councilwoman Elizabeth Haffner 

and Councilman William “Boots” McCormick.  

 

Council absent: Councilwoman Haffner at 8:10 PM. 

 

Staff present: City Clerk Rebecca Podraza, Clerk Assistant Lori Cox, City Attorney Clayton 

Adkinson, City Planner Latilda Hughes-Neel-Neel, Planning Assistant Beth McCombs, Parks 

Director Charles Simmons, Sewer Supervisor Robert Fawcett, Billing Clerk Heather Ellis, 

Lead Billing Clerk Jennifer Douglas, City Engineer Alex Rouchaleau, City Engineer Cliff 

Knauer.  

 

II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

The invocation was given by Councilman Farris, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

American Flag. 

 

III. Recognition of Guests: None 

 

IV. Public Request for Placement on City Council Agenda  

1. Mt Pisgah AME Church – Sewer/Water Bill  

• Church representatives explained the high consumption accumulated in one month was 

not able to be explained because of a leak or use on the Churches part.  Council discussion 

ensued. 

 

Council Action:  Councilman Farris made a motion to adjust the July 2018 bill to half and 

remove the late fee.  Councilwoman Haffner seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, Farris, 

Green, Haffner, McCormick); motion carried.   

 

2. Theresa D. Kemp – Sewer Connections Waiver Request – Beulah Mobile Home Park & 

Spring Street  

• Mr. & Mrs. Kemp presented their request to Council regarding sewer hook-up at Beulah 

Mobile Home Park & Spring Street.   
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• City Attorney Clay Adkinson advised that this item should be continued until the October 

25th.  Staff was directed to research and meet with the Kemps to provide more information 

regarding the pre-applications to the Council. 

 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Haffner made a motion to agenda the Beulah Mobile Home Park 

& Spring Street Sewer Connection waiver of fee request to the October 25, 2018 Council Meeting. 

 Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, Farris, Green, Haffner, 

McCormick); motion carried.   

 

V. Public Comment on Consent Agenda: None 

 

VI. Approval of Consent Agenda  

1. Bills Paid   

2. Revenue and Expenditures as of August 31, 2018  

2. September 11, 2018 Regular Council Meeting  

3. September 11, 2018 Public Budget Hearing  

 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 

presented. Councilman Farris seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, Farris, Green, Haffner, 

McCormick); motion carried.   

 

VII. Consideration of Additions/Deletions to Agenda  

 

Additions 

• Planning Department – Development Order for North Shore Mini Storage 

• Planning Department – Bear Creek Development  

• Parks Department – Mowers 

• Parks Department – Splash Pad Feature 

• Legal – Capacity Fee Ordinance Update 

• Legal – Triumph Liaison 

Deletions:   

• Planning Department – Item 6. Planning Development Projects & re-number list 

• Planning Department – Item 12. Land Development code Permitting Discussion  

 

VIII. Approval of Agenda with Additions/Deletion 
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Council Action:  Councilwoman Haffner made a motion to approve the Agenda with specified 

Additions and Deletions as presented. Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion.  All ayes, 

(Brannon, Farris, Green, Haffner, McCormick); motion carried. 

 

IX. Staff Reports 

A. City Clerk Matters 

1. Donations Policy Draft  

 

Council Action: Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve the Donations Policy. 

Councilwoman Green seconded the motion for discussion. One Aye, (Green); Four nays, 

(Brannon, Farris, McCormick and Haffner).  

 

2. Billing Manager Job Description & Advertisement 

 

Council Action: Councilwoman Haffner made a motion to approve modifying the Utility Billing 

Manager job description to report to the Mayor and to advertise the position. Councilwoman 

Green seconded the motion. All ayes, (Brannon, Green, Farris, McCormick, Haffner); motion 

carried. 

 

2. Billing Dept. Update 

• Clerk Podraza updated the Council on the status of the Billing Department. 

 

B. Finance Department: None 

 

C. Planning & Zoning Dept  

1. 1st Reading/Re-Zoning Application - The Preserve  

• Darrin Taylor and representatives of the Developer presented a rezoning summary. 

 

Council Action: Councilman Farris made a motion to approve first Reading of the 

Ordinance to re-zone the Preserve property and authorization for staff to advertise for 

second Reading/Adoption. Councilman McCormick seconded the motion. All ayes, 

(Farris, McCormick, Haffner, Brannon, Green); motion carried. 

 

2. Mixed Use Planned Development Project - The Preserve 

• Darrin Taylor and representatives of the Developer presented a Mixed Use Planned 

Development Project Summary. 



 
City of Freeport  

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

6:30 p.m./Council Chambers/Freeport City Hall  

September 27, 2018 Agenda 

 

The City of Freeport may take action on any matter during this meeting, including items that are not set forth within this agenda. 

 

In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this meeting should 

contact the City Clerk’s office at 850-835-2822 by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the meeting. 

 

No verbatim record by a certified court reporter is made of these proceedings.  Accordingly, any person who may seek to appeal any decision involving 

the matters noticed herein will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and evidence at these proceedings upon which any appeal is 

to be based (see Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes). 

 
Page 4 of 9 

 

 

 

Council Action: Councilman Farris made a motion to approve the Preserve Mixed Use Planned 

Development Project subject to the adoption of the related re-zoning application. Councilwoman 

Brannon seconded the motion. All ayes, (Farris, Brannon, Green, McCormick, Haffner); motion 

carried. 

 

3. Development Approval - Oakfield Estates  

• Owner of Oakfield Estates, Jamie Eubanks, gave a Development Project Summary. 

 

Council Action: Councilwoman Brannon made a motion for Development Approval. 

Councilwoman Green seconded the motion. All ayes, (Brannon, Green, Farris, McCormick, 

Haffner); motion carried. 

4. Final Plat - Sweetwater @ Hammock Bay 

• Planner Hughes-Neel presented the Sweetwater at Hammock Bay plat. 

 

Council Action: Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve the Sweetwater at Hammock 

Bay final plat. Councilman McCormick seconded the motion. All ayes, (Brannon, McCormick, 

Haffner, Farris, Green); motion carried. 

  

5. 2nd Reading/Adoption – Comprehensive Plan Amendment/Stormwater, etc. 

• Planner Hughes-Neel presented the Stormwater Comprehensive Plan Large Scale 

Amendment. 

 

Council Action: Councilman Farris made a motion to approve second Reading and Adoption of 

Ordinance No. 2018-05, amending the Comprehensive Plan of the City of Freeport, providing for 

revisions to the Infrastructure Element. Councilman McCormick seconded the motion. All ayes, 

(Farris, McCormick, Haffner, Brannon, Green); motion carried. 

 

6. 2nd Reading/Adoption – Land Development Code Amendment/Stormwater, etc. 

• Planner Hughes-Neel presented the Land Development Code Amendment. 

 

Council Action: Councilwoman Haffner made a motion to hold second Reading and Adoption of 

Ordinance No. 2018-06, amending the Stormwater portion of the Land Development Code. 

Councilman Farris seconded the motion. All ayes, (Haffner, Farris, McCormick, Brannon, 

Green); motion carried. 



 
City of Freeport  

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

6:30 p.m./Council Chambers/Freeport City Hall  

September 27, 2018 Agenda 

 

The City of Freeport may take action on any matter during this meeting, including items that are not set forth within this agenda. 

 

In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this meeting should 

contact the City Clerk’s office at 850-835-2822 by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the meeting. 

 

No verbatim record by a certified court reporter is made of these proceedings.  Accordingly, any person who may seek to appeal any decision involving 

the matters noticed herein will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and evidence at these proceedings upon which any appeal is 

to be based (see Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes). 

 
Page 5 of 9 

 

 

7. Continued 1st Reading – Land Development Code Amendment/Mixed Income Planned 

Development Projects 

• Planner Hughes-Neel presented the Mixed Income Planned Development Project. 

 

Council Action: Councilman Farris made a motion to amend the language, approve first Reading 

and advertise Ordinance No. 2018-01, Mixed Income Planned Development Projects. 

Councilman McCormick seconded the motion with the stipulation of changes to section 3e. All 

ayes, (Farris, McCormick, Brannon, Green); motion carried. 

 

8. Proposed Land Development Code Amendment/Commercial Developments 

• Planner Hughes-Neel presented draft language to change the commercial threshold in the 

Land Development Code from 20,000 to 5,000 sq. ft. 

 

Council Action: Councilwoman Green made a motion to approve the commercial threshold in the 

Land Development Code from 20,000 to 2,500 sq. ft. Councilwoman Brannon seconded the 

motion. All ayes, (Green, Brannon, Farris, McCormick); motion carried. 

 

9. Revised Traffic Circulation Plan – Frank’s Cash & Carry 

• Representatives from Frank’s Cash & Carry presented a Revised Traffic Plan. 

 

Council Action: Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve Frank’s Cash & Carry’s 

revised Traffic Circulation Plan. Councilman Farris seconded the motion. All ayes, (Brannon, 

Farris, Green, McCormick); motion carried. 

  

10. Grants Summary 

• Planner Hughes-Neel presented the City of Freeport’s ongoing grant summary report. 

 

11. Planning Updates 

• Planner Hughes-Neel thanked the Council for sending her and the Planning Tech to the 

Planning Conference. 

 

12. Request North Shore Mini Storage Twelve Month Extension 

• Planner Hughes-Neel requested a one-time, twelve-month extension for the North Shore 

Development Order to add Phase II. 
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Council Action: Councilwoman Green made a motion to approve the one-time extension of the 

Development Order. Councilman McCormick seconded the motion. All ayes, (Green, McCormick, 

Farris, Brannon); motion carried. 

 

13. Bear Creek Development Project 

• Planner Hughes-Neel requested that the City Attorney, Clay Atkinson, be present at the 

next County Planning meeting and County Commissioners meeting to represent the City 

on Freeport’s position with the Bear Creek Development Project. 

 

             Council Action: Councilwoman Green made a motion for Clay Atkinson to represent the City of 

Freeport at the next County Planning Meeting and the next County Commissioners meeting, to 

represent Freeport’s position with the Bear Creek Development Project. Councilwoman Brannon 

seconded the motion. All ayes, (Green, Brannon, Farris, McCormick); motion carried. 

 

D. Parks Department 

1. Mowers 

• Parks Director Simmons presented three quotes for two Scag lawn mowers. 

 

 Council Action: Councilman Farris made a motion to buy one mower from Southern Power 

Works in the amount of $11,865.00 and the other from Lane Outdoor Services in the amount of 

$10,900.00. Councilman McCormick seconded the motion. All ayes, (Farris, McCormick, 

Brannon, Green); motion carried. 

 

2. Splash Pad Feature 

• Parks Director Simmons presented three quotes for an anchor dome for the splash pad. 

 

 Council Action: Councilwoman Green made a motion to approve purchasing the anchor dome 

from KoreKat in the amount of $6,603.89. Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion. All ayes. 

(Green, Brannon, Farris, McCormick); motion carried. 

  

E. Legal Matters 

1. Capacity Fee Ordinance Update 

• Council directed Legal Staff to include commercial capacity fee rates in the Capacity Fee 

Ordinance that will be presented at a later date. 
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2. Triumph Liaison 

• City Attorney Atkinson advised the Council that he and Councilwoman Green attended a 

meeting with County Administrator, Larry Jones, and representatives from DeFuniak 

Springs Council regarding the Triumph Grant Application. The Triumph committee 

requested to have an assigned representative from each city attend future meetings. 

• Councilwoman Green accepted Mayor Barley’s invitation to be the Representative for the 

City of Freeport. 

 

 Council Action: Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve Councilwoman Green as the 

city’s Representative. Councilman McCormick seconded the motion. All ayes (Brannon, 

McCormick, Farris, Green); motion carried. 

  

F. Engineering 

1. Splash Pad – award contract and change order   

• Engineer Rouchaleau presented the status of the Splash Pad Project. Kor Kat was the 

single bidder. 

 

Council Action: Councilman Farris made a motion to approve the award of contract and change 

order for the Splash Pad to KorKat in the amount of $124,973.95. Councilman McCormick 

seconded the motion. All ayes, (Farris, McCormick, Brannon, Green); motion carried. 

 

2. Update on USDA Wastewater Treatment Plant and SRF Phase I Wastewater 

Improvements 

• Engineer Rouchaleau presented the status of the USDA and SRF Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Grant/Loan. 

 

3. Recreational Trail Grant – Paving award 

• Engineer Rouchaleau presented the bid for the Recreational Trail Grant. 

 

Council Action: Councilman Farris made a motion to award the contract to H & T Contractors in 

the amount of $89,500.00. Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion. All ayes, (Farris, 

Brannon, Green, McCormick); motion carried. 

 

4. Four Mile creek park – boat dock grant  

• Engineer Rouchaleau announced the grant award for a floating dock at Four Mile Creek. 
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Council Action: Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve proceeding with the project. 

Councilman Farris seconded the motion. All ayes, (Brannon, Farris, McCormick, Green); motion 

carried. 

 

5. Beautification resolution  

• Engineer Rouchaleau presented the status of the Beautification resolution. 

 

Council Action: Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve proceeding with the grant 

application. Councilman Farris seconded the motion. All ayes, (Brannon, Farris, McCormick, 

Green); motion carried. 

 

Council Action: Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve Beautification resolution no. 

2018-13 allowing the Mayor to sign the grant application. Councilman Farris seconded the 

motion. All ayes, (Brannon, Farris, McCormick, Green); motion carried. 

 

G. Water Dept.- None 

 

H. Sewer Dept.- None 

 

X. Old Business 

 

XI. New Business 

A. Mayor Russ Barley 

1. Board Appointments 

• Mayor Barley requested that Board Appointments previously held by Kasey Cuchens in 

the following organizations be replaced.  Mayor Barley appointed Councilman Farris to 

WFRP, Councilwoman Green to Opportunity Florida, and Councilwoman Haffner to 

OWTPO. Mayor Barley will bring back more information on FRCA at a later date. 

   

 Council Action: Councilman McCormick made a motion to approve Board Appointments. 

Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion. All ayes. (McCormick, Brannon, Farris, Green); 

motion carried. 

 

B. Councilwoman Brannon: None 

 

C. Councilwoman Haffner: None 
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D. Councilman Farris: None 

 

E. Councilwoman Green: None 

 

F. Councilman McCormick: None 

 

XII. Public Comment: None 

 

XIII. Adjournment 

 

 

Mayor Barley adjourned the meeting at 9:38 p.m.  

 

 

      FREEPORT CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

      ________________________________ 

     Mayor 

 

ATTEST 

 

 

_________________________________ 

                City Clerk 

 

 

 


